Extension in Agrometeorology
through the right type of intermediaries

Many years ago, when agricultural sciences were
introduced in Iran, the newy educated agricultura
engineers tried to transmt their know edge and skills to
farmers who |earned farmng from their fathers and
grandfathers. They thought this would be easy. These
farmers, however, not only didn't listen, but also didn't
let the new technology cone into their farns. They
bel i eved the power of their own hands nore than beautiful
wor ds of young engineers with books. This new generation
planned a better future for the farners, in which
manpower and cowpower would be replaced by nachines, a
world with nore crop per drop. But an actual relationship
between farners and scientists did not form untill a
group of agricultural engineers comrunicated with ethnic
farmers in a relationship of equity and equality, by
havi ng them participating in creating special connections
between different kinds of know edge. This group was
cal l ed agricultural extensi on engi neers.

Not far from agronomi sts and agricultural research
centers, there are environnental scientists who work on
increasing crop yields and reducing yield danages. They
are trying to discover and anal yze effects of climte and
weather on the growh and devel opnment of for exanple
field crops or fruit trees. They provide valuable
information about the wvariation of nmet eor ol ogi cal
paranmeters and forecast weather and climte conditions
into the future. They dedicate this information to the
users of this kind of data. These scientists are
agr onet eor ol ogi sts and their sci ence IS cal |l ed
agronmet eorology. In nost countries in transition it is a
new sci ence.

It now dramatically appears as if agroneteorology is
going to be like the nodern agriculture previously
descri bed. Farners don’t understand it and they refuse to
accept it as a practical and useful science. W see the
story of agriculture repeated for agroneteorology in a
different form NVHSs provide (mcro)climte anal yses for
an area and they issue weather forecasts. 1In sone
Services there is even a special Departnent to provide
the necessary information for farm activities and
managenment. However, when one takes a general look, it is
i medi ately wunderstood that only very few of these
products are useful and accessible to farners. Sonme of
the main reasons are in nmy view as foll ows:



- nmost farners don’t know agroneteorology and its
products and servi ces;
- many (agro) neteorol ogi cal products/services are not

under standable for farners, because of their
conpl exi ty;

- agronet eor ol ogi sts don’ t know t he act ua
nmet eor ol ogi cal i nformation/ services needed by
farners;

- farmers getting to know neteorology don’'t believe in
t he useful ness of agroneteorological information

for increasing and protecting yields;

- because of lack of suitable, fast and extensive
transm ssi on nethods, useful information is received
by the potential users with too nuch delay; even
the nost accurate data when expired wll not be
useful for anybody.

In this situation an extension approach could help
agroneteorology and we <could form a new field of
application naned extension agr onet eor ol ogy. These
internediaries would be called agricultural extension
net eorol ogi sts or extension agroneteorologists. They
shoul d have good know edge of agriculture, neteorology,
climatol ogy, farm ng systens and extension. On one hand
they nust be famliar wth products from NVHSs and
agronet eorol ogical services and on the other hand they
must know the (agro)neteorol ogi cal needs of farners. They
must have ability to be on good relational terns wth
farmers and other agricultural extension agents, noreover
they should be famliar wth the right extensiona
nethods in order to exchange information nutually.
Undoubt edly establishment of this field of application
woul d be a turning point in agroneteorology, agriculture
and extensi on.

Herewith | invite nenbers of INSAM to share their
know edge, experience and comments to this regard with ne
in this new Agromet Market Place. | |look forward to

hearing fromyou.

Mohammad Rahi m, l. R of | RAN Agroneteorol ogica
Depart ment, | NSAM correspondent
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