The Conmi ssi on for Agri cul tural Met eor ol ogy has
established in its last session in Ljubljana (Cctober
2002) three Qpen Progranmme Area G oups (OPAGs), each with
an ICT (Inplenentation and Coordi nation Team) and two or

three ETs (Expert Teans). They replace the former system
with Wrking Goups and Rapporteurs. They have been
confirmed and their prelimnary nenbership discussed at

the First CAgM Managenent Goup Meeting in Wshington
(June, 2003). These G oups (ICTs and ETs) are open for

participation of all agrometeorologists through CAgM
Menmber countries (National Wather Services).

OPAG 1 S on “ Agr onet eor ol ogi cal Servi ces for
Agricul tural Production”

Wth an I CT for Agroneteorol ogi cal Services
And ETs for

- Weat her, dimate and Farnmers

- St rengt heni ng I nf or mati on and Di ssem nati on
Networks, Including Mnitoring and Early-Warning
Syst ens

- Managenent of Natural and Environnental Resources
for Sustainable Agricultural Devel opnment.

OPAG 2 is on “Support Systens for Agroneteorol ogical
Servi ces”

Wth an ICT on the sane
And ETs for
- Techni ques (including Technol ogies as G S and Renote

Sensi ng) for Agroclimatic Characterization and
Sust ai nabl e Land Managenent



- Dat abase Managenent, Val idation and Application of
Model s and Research Methods at the Ecoregional Level

OPAG 3 is on “Cimate Change/Variability and Natural
Di sasters in Agriculture”

Wth an I CT on the sane
And ETs for

- Influence of Cimate Change/Variability on Medium
to Long-Range Predictions for Agriculture

- Reduction of the Inpact of Natural D sasters and
Mtigation of Extrene Events in Agriculture,
Rangel ands, Forestry and Fisheries

- Contributions of Agriculture to the State of Cimte

Details on the Terns of Rference of these OPAGs, |TCs
and Ets may be found on the web site of the Agricultural

Met eor ol ogi cal Programme  under the Commission for
Agricul tural Met eor ol ogy, where also all of fici al
docunents may be perused. Soon this information will be

updated with prelim nary nenbership.

In the Washington Meeting, Kees Stigter, as a nenber of
t he Managenent G oup responsible for “Support Systens in
Policy Making for Agroneteorol ogical Services” presented
a diagnostic and conceptual framework to bring the work
of these OPAGs, ICTs and ETs in perspective for action
support. This policy paper has been reproduced under the
I NSAM  website topic “Needs for Agr onet eor ol ogi cal
Solutions to Farm ng Probl ens”.

If you would be interested in participating in any of
these teans, please contact either Dr. Sivakumar in
Geneva (Si vakunar M@at eway. wro. ch) or the Agricul tural
Met eor ol ogy Programme (agm@at eway. wron. ch) or the nenber
of CAgM in your country. H s/her nane nmay always be
obt ai ned from your National Wather Services.




